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Because of you, Heritage Park was able to create enriching and engaging experiences for visitors of all ages again in 2018.
You made it possible for Heritage Park to fulfill its mandate of connecting people to the settlement of Western Canada and
preserving our culture and heritage. We make history come alive in new and exciting ways. The following stories highlight
some of the key accomplishments and programs undertaken at Heritage Park during 2018.

C RA FTSMA N S H I P A N D C REATIVITY
COLONIST CAR 1202 AND JOURNEY OF A LIFETIME

This historically significant project began in 2016. In 2017, we
shared this story with Canadians from coast to coast. On September
20, 2018, we unveiled the results of thousands of hours of creativity
and skilled workmanship as we cut a ribbon on Colonist Car 1202.
This railcar came to Heritage Park when the Park first opened in the
1960’s. Misidentified as Car 2658 manufactured in 1912, the car
sat on the rails and was used for a myriad of purposes. It wasn’t
until 2016 with the generous support of the BMO Financial Group,
the Government of Alberta, the City of Calgary, Joan Snyder and
other generous individuals that Heritage Park began the painstaking
process of peeling away the decaying layers of paint and varnish,
only to discover that it was one of the very first colonist cars in a
series to roll off the line in Montreal in 1905.

The story of Colonist Car 1202 is historically significant to Canadians
because it speaks to us of our shared past; remembering our ancestors
who travelled great distances and with immense sacrifice to settle
Alberta and the west. Those stories became part of Journey of a Lifetime,
a specially designed exhibit that complements the Colonist Car, and
travelled from Halifax to Vancouver. The interactive exhibit, accompanied
by an original theatrical performance, was part of our gift to Canada on
the occasion of its Sesquicentennial. Journey of a Lifetime returned to
Heritage Park in early 2018 to be shared with the thousands of visitors
who passed through our gates. The Colonist Car is on permanent display
in the Car Shop and we encourage you to visit it this year and imagine
the journey of the early travelers for yourself.
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Interior of restored Car 1202 showing one
of the “luxurious” sleeping berths.

LEARN ING COMES ALIVE

Heritage Park takes great pride in making history come alive.
Through costumed staff and volunteers, we recreate the lives of
the early settlers who inhabited these homes and trades areas.
These stories come to life right before the eyes of our guests and
immerses school children through our many education programs and
summer camps. Young people are given the opportunity to explore
the past, understand the challenges and the community building
that helped a growing nation succeed. It is through these opportunities
that students are able to reflect on the past to where it has led us
today. Heritage Park has more than thirty curriculum-based
education programs for Kindergarten to Grade 9 and beyond in
Social Studies, Sciences, Math, History, Geography and Art.
Examine bugs in the wetland? Be a voyageur? Make bannock
and keep bees? All are part of the rich programming available
throughout the year. Experiencing life on the ranch first hand,
especially for city folk, is always a big hit, whether it is to meet
a horse, perform daily chores, or collect eggs from under a real
chicken! These activities educate visitors, young and old alike,
about how animals are used and cared for on the farm.
When you donate to any of Heritage Park’s education programs, you
provide a unique hands-on experience that students will remember
into their adult years, and which bring teachers back year-after-year
to share with their next group of eager learners.

“My name is Hayley and I am a six year old student from Calgary.
Today at Heritage Park my favourite things to learn were handwriting,
and about Roman numerals at the old one room school house.
It was fun to write and learn all of the different things like they
did in the olden days! The teaching is just right for kids.”
— Hayley
“My favourite activity was interacting with all the animals
and the bees. I loved to see how people used and cared
for the animals in the olden days.”
— Home on the Range Camper
“My daughter adores this camp so much. She came home daily
with stories of adventure and happiness of the new friends she
had made. She wanted to go back the next week,
and offered to pay for it herself!”
— Parent of Day Camper
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KEEPI N G A LB ERTA'S STO RY A LIVE
NATURAL RESOURCES PROJECT
PAST. PRESENT. FUTURE.
Heritage Park is well-known for celebrating the history of the Old West and the pioneers who laid the ground work both figuratively and literally.
They built an economy through trade, agriculture and mining. However, there was one story missing at Heritage Park – the birth of our energy industry. The pioneers, the places and the pure power, drove forward an industry that has shaped Alberta and the Canadian economy, more than any other.
Heritage Park has embarked on an ambitious campaign to
restore existing artifacts such as the #1 Dingman Well and
storage tank, coal mine tunnel, miner’s cabin and water wheel,
Park Warden’s cabin and Indigenous nature trail. If you have
visited the Park, you may have seen the scaffolding surrounding the
derrick and the metal fencing separating visitors from exhibits.
Workers are busy restoring these to their original purpose and
new signage and educational programming is being developed to
showcase them and immerse visitors in panning for gold or mining
coal. But that’s not the end. We are building a new 4,500 square
foot, ultra-efficient Interpretive Centre that will tell the tale of how
we harnessed our pioneering spirit and innovative character and
built an industry that is the very basis of the Canadian economy
today. Not only are we telling the stories of the pioneers of the energy
industry, but we will be telling the stories of the present. The Interpretive
Centre will employ new technologies that corral the power of solar,
wind, and hydro. The Centre will be a testament to the benefit of green
technology for our nation and the world. Heritage Park is well on its
way to meeting its $10 million goal. The Government of Alberta and
many individuals have stepped forward to be a part of this
important piece of history. It’s not too late for you to be part of
Heritage Park’s latest innovation and share our pride in the mavericks
and visionaries who call Alberta home.

Group of men standing at well-head of Dingman #1
(Calgary Petroleum Products #1), Turner Valley, Alberta.
Date: [ca. 1914-1917]
Coal mine in Edmonton, Alberta.
Date: 1894
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HORS ING AROUND THE PARK

Wagon tours as well as other horse traffic around the Park keep our teamsters busy. Collectively, our horses travel on average 5,000 kms from May
through September and wear out two sets of shoes each during that time. We average 15 wagon tours per day throughout the summer season.
On average, a horse team works in the Park for about twelve to fifteen years with Shredder & Splinter holding the record with 20 years of service.
Each team costs approximately $7,500 to acquire. Hay and grain cost approximately $66/day, per horse. Over the course of a season, horseshoe
replacement can cost Heritage Park thousands of dollars. We currently have 13 horses, plus Bart the donkey, that live on the Park full time.
Your gifts are critical in helping Heritage Park showcase agricultural life at the turn of the century and to provide hands-on experiences for our
thousands of annual visitors.
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D I D YO U KN OW?

Heritage Park has 1,847 volunteers who donate more than 70,000 hours annually in public programming, retail, food services, costuming,
carpentry, fund development and more. We are a popular organization for group volunteerism with 56 registered groups including Rotary
and Youth Central filling our volunteer ranks.
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FUN AND FUNDRAISING
PRESERVE OUR PAST

The Hays Breakfast and September Shindig have been part of the
Heritage Park tradition for decades and 2018 was no exception.
Shindig guests gathered on a chilly September evening that didn’t
dampen the enthusiasm of our bundled-up guests. Strangers soon
become friends, while gathering together to raise a glass, watch a
thrilling rodeo and professional gunfight, enjoy a sumptuous meal
and ride the midway. Together with donors from the Hays Breakfast,
$148,211 was raised in support of the Heritage Park Foundation
to ensure the Park’s continued sustainability. The 10th Annual
Christmas in Alberta, in support of the Heritage Park Society and
Rosebud School of the Arts, set a new record in attendance with
383 guests. Hosted by Darrel Janz and with the musical talents of
Rosebud performers, this festive event launches the holiday season
and warms hearts with its spirit of generosity. We were particularly
thankful that our kind patrons, Dick and Lois Haskayne, were once
again able to join us after missing the event in 2017. We raised a
record $116,102 that was shared between both charities. Thank you
to all of our amazing sponsors, event donors and attendees!

An 8 second ride at September Shindig.

Ann McCaig, Dick Haskayne and Alida Visbach
in holiday style at Christmas in Alberta.

Thank you for caring about the future of Heritage Park and helping us to preserve the past.
We couldn’t do it without you!
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ABOUT US

MISSION STATEMENT

Connecting People with the Settlement of Western Canada and Preserving our Culture and Heritage.

VISION

To be recognized as Canada’s leading living history museum.

VALUES
We welcome guests to be inspired and immersed in a historical setting.
We create an atmosphere of inclusion, engagement and fulfillment for employees and volunteers.
We recognize donors and supporters as an integral part of our success.
We deliver programming that fulfills our mission and vision.
We practice responsible stewardship over our human, collection & financial assets.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Alida Visbach, President and CEO
403.268.8627
avisbach@heritagepark.ca

Cindy Neufeld, Major Gifts Officer
403.268.8629
cneufeld@heritagepark.ca
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