YO U R G I FTS AT W O RK
Because of you, our donors, and a lot of creative thinking, Heritage Park was able to develop
and offer unique and engaging experiences for visitors of all ages in 2020, despite the
challenges that came along with the COVID-19 pandemic.
Once again you made it possible for Heritage Park to fulfill its mission of “Connecting People
to the Settlement of Western Canada and Preserving our Culture and Heritage”. Thank you for
your continued support through these difficult and challenging times.
The following stories highlight the impact of your support on key accomplishments and
programs delivered at Heritage Park in 2020.
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C O V I D S U PPO RT

B

ack in March, 2020 when Alberta first went into lockdown due to COVID-19, there were a lot of questions
surrounding whether or not Heritage Park would be able to open and what that would look like. Through an
abundance of brainstorming, planning and determination, Heritage Park staff got to work on developing
a plan to safely open the Park. Thanks to the immense support of the James and Patricia Burns Flow Through
Fund at the Calgary Foundation we were able to respond quickly and keep Heritage Park safe and relevant during
a crisis year. The million dollar grant was utilized in a variety of much needed ways to keep the Park viable and
on top of frequent changes from Alberta Health Services on protocol and safety regulations. Initially, the grant
was used to help retrofit the Park with personal protective equipment (PPE) and to assist all departments in
preparing to open for the summer season with reduced staff and volunteers, and COVID restriction in place.
The grant was also used to incorporate a new online ticketing system which allows for timed guest entry, and
to develop engaging new summer camp programming which could be offered offsite.

With all of the personal protective equipment installed and staff trained by May, visitors were able to visit
Gasoline Alley Museum and the Plaza shops. By June 27, the Selkirk was open for dine-in service and we were
able to partially open the Historical Village. Heritage Park, as a charity, is sustained by an operating model that
generates more than 55% of our revenues through tourism, education programs, and private banquet bookings.
Having lost the majority of that income meant that we would not have been able to open the Park safely without
the generous grant from the James and Patricia Burns Flow Through Fund at the Calgary Foundation.
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C A RETA KER C A M PA I G N – B EC A U S E YO U C A RE

E

arly in the spring, we anticipated that revenues would be severely impacted which prompted us to develop
a new Caretaker Campaign. Knowing that we would be limited on what we could open in the Historical
Village we reached out to a handful of longtime supporters to ask if they would help us offset a portion of
the lost revenue allowing us to carry out the necessary maintenance on specific buildings while they remained
closed.
The Caretaker Campaign was a success, and through the generous donations of some of our loyal supporters we
raised $36,000! Thank you to everyone who supported this initiative and helped with the ongoing preservation
of Heritage Park’s beloved exhibits.
Atlas Concrete Inc.

Atlas Lumber Yard and Office

Gerry and Beverly Berkhold

The Prince House

In honour of their parents Roy and Amy Jennings
Lynn Jennings
Karen Jennings
Bill Jennings
Gary Jennings

Vulcan Ice Cream Parlour

Bruce McFarlane and Janice Heard

General Gift

Maureen Morris

Famous Five Centre of Canadian Women

Don and Sharon Watkins

General Gift

“I’m very happy to help. Heritage Park is my favourite place
in Calgary and very popular with my family. It is where everybody can
enjoy time together. We will be the first to be there when the Park re-opens.”
– Kim Hoang, Heritage Park visitor
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H ER I TA G E PA RK G O ES V I RTU A L!

W

hat do you do when your longest running
fundraiser is impacted by a global
pandemic? You reach out to your amazing
supporters for help, and launch a brand new
virtual event, or as we called it, the Un-Event!

Un-Event
of the Year

AT-HOME FUNDRAISER
FOR HERITAGE PARK

Due to COVID-19 restrictions we were unable to
host our 32nd annual September Shindig. The need
to raise much needed funds required us to get
creative and come up with a new initiative we could
offer in its place—Heritage Park’s first ever virtual fundraising event, the Un-Event of the Year. Our amazing
event sponsors included ECCO Recycling & Energy Corporation, Dan and Kathy Hays, Highwood Distillers,
Standard General Inc., and countless businesses who donated to our online auction. Without our supporters
who were so willing to take a leap of faith with us, we would not have been able to pull off this event and raise
some much needed funding.
Guests picked up a delicious three-course meal courtesy of the Selkirk to enjoy at home, and placed their bids
on the online auction which raised over $37,000 and featured amazing items such as mountain getaways, golf
packages, a Heritage Park Ghost Tour and a week cruising the Gulf Islands on a luxury yacht.
Although we all missed getting together in person, we are very grateful for the support we received for the
Un-Event of the Year which raised over $74,000!
By December 7, we really hoped the world would
be back to normal and that our joint fundraiser for
Heritage Park and the Rosebud School of the Arts,
Christmas in Alberta, would be able to go ahead
without a hitch, but we were wrong. We quickly
pivoted and turned this in-person festive fundraiser
into a three-tiered virtual event; with take-home
dinner options, live-streamed entertainment and a
robust online auction.

Christmas In Alberta

Once again we would like to thank our extraordinary event sponsors Dick and Lois Haskayne, Jack Carter
Chevrolet, Buick, GMC, & Corvette, Alex and Wendy Campbell, Olympia Trust, and Larry and Tannis Holland. This
festive holiday event raised over $42,000 which was divided evenly between the Rosebud School of the Arts and
Heritage Park.
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TH E S H O W M U ST G O O N . . .

H

eritage Park’s much loved summer concert series was forced to make a number of changes in 2020
starting with the title; Music in the Plaza became Music in the Park. The concert series was hosted at
the historic Didsbury Bandstand inside the Park gates which turned out to be a fabulous venue for this
summer event. This change enabled us to move to a pre-booked entry system, so we could control the number
of attendees, and to provide additional green space for our guests to spread out and enjoy the shows. Each
week, within minutes of registration going live online, the event was sold out! Calgarians young and old were
desperate for something to do and these toe tapping good times were just what was called for. Each Wednesday
evening, 230 guests joined us for a wonderful mix of jazz, blues, country, and rock music, beautiful weather and
perhaps a tasty burger and cold beer from our food tent. We were able to present this concert series due to the
generosity of the RBC Foundation and partnered with CKUA and the Calgary Blues Festival to broadcast one of
the concerts live on air. We would be remiss if we also didn’t thank those of you who came out and generously
made cash donations each and every week. Your support was greatly appreciated!
“Great concerts this year, wonderful entertainment,
especially when everything else is gone.”
– Heritage Park guest

“We love your open air concerts.”
– Heritage Park guest
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C A M P I N A TRU N K

W

hat do you do when you have to greatly reduce the number of giggling children running around the
Historical Village pretending to be little pioneers and explorers? You wrap up as much fun, crafts, and
history as possible and send them on their way with Camp-in-a-Trunk. When COVID-19 shut down
the Park in the spring, the education team worked fast to come up with a fun and exciting alternative for the
hundreds of children who normally join us each summer for Heritage Park’s Day Camps. We had the privilege of
hosting 1400 children age 6-14 at our various camps. Campers were able to explore different themes and areas
around Heritage Park which connected them with nature and the past in a fun, hands-on way, which included
dressing up in period costumes and tending to our animals on the farm. Having far fewer spots available for
campers this year due to restrictions, Heritage Park staff created Camp-in-a-Trunk, a fun and creative way to
bring the Heritage Park camp experience into their homes. Each trunk contained over 26 crafts, games, recipes
for baking, and good old-fashioned fun! Camp-in-a-Trunk was a huge hit for parents who needed a bit of a
break and children who had had enough screen time!

“Given all the adjustments you’ve had to make to camps this
year, I wanted to thank you and the team for providing such a safe, fun and
“as normal an experience as possible’”week. This was Sage’s 4th year at
Heritage Park camp and she continues to rate it as one of her favourites and
is already looking forward to returning next year; hopefully for Home on the
Range (barring pandemic, tornadoes, locusts, floods, etc.).”
– Parent
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V I NTA G E V ETS AT H ER I TA G E PA RK

I

n May 2016, a young and inquisitive six-year-old asked her grandfather, who happened to be a veterinarian,
if there was a veterinarian exhibit at Heritage Park. His response was “no, but there should be” and so the
Vintage Veterinary Exhibit Committee was created. Through a lot of hard work and some serious fundraising,
the committee has reached their goal for the exhibit to be built and opened. These dedicated professionals
understand the significant role that veterinarians played in the development of Western Canada’s agricultural
and ranching industries. Set in the early 1900s, the project will showcase the development of the veterinary
industry and the role played by veterinarians in the North West Mounted Police, livestock inspection services,
pharmaceutical products and general practice.
The interactive exhibit will be located in the Nanton Livery Stable and will feature:
•

The working office of a turn-of-the-century veterinarian in Western Canada

• First-person interpretation including the activity of a traveling veterinarian in period costume via horse
and carriage throughout the Historical Village
•

A collection of artifacts that depict the tools and trappings of a veterinarian’s practice

Phase one of this exciting and long overdue exhibit is set to open in late summer 2021!
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A G I RL A N D H ER D I A RY

T

hanks to Viewpoint Foundation, from September 5 to October 12, visitors were able to immerse themselves
in an engaging and compelling exhibit that shared the story of Anne Frank, her life in hiding, WWII and the
atrocities of the Holocaust.

On a world tour from the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam, Anne Frank—A History for Today aims to bring
Anne’s life story to the attention of people all over the world and encourage them to reflect on the dangers of
anti-Semitism, racism, and discrimination and the importance of freedom, equal rights, and democracy. This
exhibit tells the story of Anne set against the backdrop of the Holocaust and features images of the Frank
family and quotations from the Anne Frank’s diary. Each panel displays information about the most important
developments of the time: the rise of National Socialism, the Second World War and the persecution of the Jewish
people. A portion of the exhibit also focuses on Canada’s role in the war and what our soldiers experienced. This
gripping exhibit at Heritage Park was made possible by Viewpoint Foundation and in partnership with Veterans
Affairs Canada and the Anne Frank House in Amsterdam.

If you didn’t have a chance to see this stirring and thought-provoking exhibit last year, it is coming back to
Heritage Park from June 5 to August 31, 2021.
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I N N O V AT I O N C RO S S I N G A N D PRO S PECT R I D G E

F

ive years ago, a dream to restore some of our oldest exhibits and reinvigorate the Prospect Ridge section
of the Park, allowing us to share the stories of energy past, present and future, started to become a reality
as we launched a capital campaign under the leadership of Bob Brawn. In addition to the restoration
projects, a plan to open a new interpretive centre, Innovation Crossing, was also created. The fundraising
cabinet worked for many years and finally, after completing our renovations on the existing exhibits, in the
midst of a pandemic and winter on the Park, we were able to break ground on our new building thanks to the
monies they raised.
The main goal of Prospect Ridge is to create a hands-on experience in the life of a pioneer in oil, gas, and
mining exploration. We are pleased to report that the restoration of the Dingman Discovery Well and Oil Storage
Tank, Coal Mine, Water Wheel, Prospector’s Tent Cabin, Coal Mine Office, Narrow Gauge Railway and Warden’s
Cabin are all complete and will open this spring. Work on the Blackfoot Nature Trail will commence in the spring
and Innovation Crossing is scheduled to open in the fall.
The Blackfoot Nature Trail, funded by the Kinsmen Club of Calgary, will guide visitors through the densely
vegetated area along the Glenmore Reservoir forming the connecting thread through history. Starting on
the crest of the hill where the Bruderheim Windmill is located and weaving its way westward, the trail will
educate visitors and school children in the identification of indigenous plants and their uses, while providing
interpretation through signage of the local animals that were the mainstay of First Nations’ life.
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Innovation Crossing celebrates the role that Alberta continues to play in changing the conversation around
responsible and sustainable use of natural resources. It is designed to be very efficient with insulation and
construction details and materials and highlights the diverse use of energy sources within. Innovation Crossing
is extremely energy efficient and can sense the angle of the sun, adjusting the lights accordingly. It also utilizes
a variety of different energy sources with a mind to conservation and cost reduction. These sources include solar
energy, log burning, gas (as a back-up) and blinds (that raise and lower automatically to increase or reduce the
temperature). The building also includes Geothermal heating and “goes to sleep” when it is not in use.

Innovation Crossing is set to open this fall and we remain cautiously optimistic that we’ll be able to welcome
back students and launch new education programs with a focus on our energy, past present and future.
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We are so thankful for the Heritage Park supporters including individuals, corporations, and all levels of
government who have helped us raise over 8 million dollars to date. We still have another $1.8 million left to
raise but are confident we will get there in no time with your continued support. We look forward to opening
Prospect Ridge this summer for the general public, and Innovation Crossing this fall for school groups and
private rentals.
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TH A N K YO U
Thank you for caring about the future of Heritage Park and helping us to preserve the past. We couldn’t do it
without you!
MISSION STATEMENT
Connecting People with the Settlement of Western Canada and Preserving our Culture and Heritage
VISION
To be recognized as Canada’s leading living history museum
VALUES
We welcome guests to be inspired and immersed in a historical setting
We create an atmosphere of inclusion, engagement, and fulfillment for employees and volunteers
We recognize donors and supporters as an integral part of our success
We deliver programming that fulfills our mission and vision
We practice responsible stewardship over our human, collection, and financial assets

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
We give thanks for being able to live, work, play and learn on this land in peace as Treaty people. Heritage Park
is a place for visitors to connect with the history and culture of the Métis and Treaty 7 First Nations at the First
Nations Encampment, Hudson’s Bay Fort, Our Lady of Peace Mission, and the Livingston House, the original
home of Sam Livingston and Jane Howse, one of the first Calgary Métis families, who settled this land in 1875.
We are grateful for the support of the Indigenous community, elders, advisors, knowledge keepers and Heritage
Park Indigenous staff as we move forward together in Reconciliation.
We recognize that Heritage Park is located on the traditional territories of Treaty 7 peoples, including the
Blackfoot people (the Nii-tsi-ta-pi) composed of the Kainai, Piikani and the Siksika Nations; the Tsuut’ina
Nation; and the Iyarhe (Stoney) Nakoda, including the Bearspaw, Chiniki and Wesley First Nations; and is
situated within the Métis homeland, and the home of the Métis Nation of Alberta Region.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Sarah Hughes, Director of Fund Development
403 268 8524 | shughes@heritagepark.ca
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